








































It was a proud Filipino moment especially for Filipino scientists and researchers

as President Rodrigo Roa Duterte aboard BRP Davao del Sur on May 15, 2018 assured total

support to the all-Filipino team of marine scientists and researchers who will conduct

biological investigation and assessment of the vast natural bounties and rich resources of the

Philippine Rise and the liquified natural gas (LNG) deposits, as he also led the

commemoration of the renaming of Benham Rise to Philippine Rise under Executive Order

No. 25 signed on May 16, 2017.

Further, the President declared that around “50,000 hectares of the Philippine

Rise shall become a Strict Protection Zone limited to scientific studies, exploration and

development --- at this time only Filipinos, while more than [300,000] hectares shall be

designated as a Special Fisheries Management Area”. he congratulated the scientists and

researchers being part of the all-Filipino team to conduct research with full support from the

government. Due to the lack of funding, this project never reached its inception for

implementation.



I join the Filipino people in wishing you all the best as you embark on your

mission to conduct mapping, surveys, biological investigations and assessment of the coral reef

and fisheries stock in the area until November. These activities will be vital [in] the protection

and management of the Philippine Rise and its vast resources. I have complete faith in the

capabilities of our world class scientists and I recognize the need to provide them with the

necessary means to fulfill your mandate. Siguro tig-isang barko kayo ma’am, okay na? Tig-isang

barko talaga. (Maybe one (1) boat is okey for each one of you Mam, is that okey? One (1) boat

each really)”. – President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, May 15, 2018.

At the singing of the national anthem with a human flag formation at the BRP

Davao del Sur deck, the first buoy was cast followed by the laying of a flag marker underneath

the Philippine Rise. This was accompanied by sailing ships of the Philippine Navy Coastguard

and Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) nearby as Philippine Air Force FA-50

fighter jets also made a fly-by. Accordingly, this is single largest coordinated mobilization of the

Philippine Navy and Philippine Air Force in recent years, possibly its first major operation in the

open waters of the Pacific Ocean.



At the Philippine Rise commemoration, Dr. Dalisay was interviewed by the media

and she said that the vast resources underneath can be a source of new drugs, new antibiotics,

new anti-cancer compounds, anti-dengue, and anti-malaria. “We could find something new

here that we could exploit for drug discovery”, she emphasized.

“Indeed, these developments would not have been possible without the expertise

of Dr. Ruben Estudillo (Chief Scientist & Oceanographer) and his assessment concerning

Philippine Rise estimated up to 13 million hectares defined as Methane and other metallic

minerals and the efforts of our other dedicated public servants, scientists and legal experts who

worked together to bolster our claim over the Philippine Rise.

Let us therefore explore this [new frontier] fully aware of our responsibility to

[properly manage] and conserve its natural resources of LNG for the benefit of present and

future generations of Filipinos. As we send off our experts to explore and discover what our seas

have to offer, may we all have a renewed sense of commitment to promote the welfare of our

people, safeguard our national interest, [and] assert our sovereign rights over our waters and all

other areas within our jurisdiction”.




















